2nd Writing Assignment: Business Belief Essay [BBE]
The purpose of this persuasive argument is to convince someone to agree with your belief/overall main point. Below you will find a list of 14 business beliefs
1. Outsourcing is damaging America’s economy.
2.  CEO pay is unjust.
3. People should not let money influence their career decisions.

4. A good work environment is essential for a successful home.

5.  Business dress codes should be optional.

6. The level of a person’s intelligence determines how successful s/he will be.

7. All employees should receive full benefits.
8. Your personality dictates whether you’ll be a leader or a follower.

9. Recognition and advancement are more important than money incentives

10. Good writing and communication skills are needed to advance to higher paying positions.

11. It’s better to be cooperative than assertive when it comes to dealing with people.

12. It’s better to get the job done right by doing it yourself than delegating the work to someone else.

13.  Companies prefer employing team players.

14. Entrepreneurs are better employees.

Instructions: Write a two-two and a half page essay.  I will return longer essays and you will have to shorten them. You will also have a separate page for your references.

Choose a business belief that you are interested in.  You can choose one of the topics in amongst the above belief or choose an opposing belief to those listed above. For instance where you have the statement: “outsourcing is damaging America’s economy”, an opposing belief might be “Outsourcing benefits America’s economy”.  If you have another topic, you must speak with me first to receive approval.  You cannot use the thesis statement about the customers are right, or wrong.
Write an introductory paragraph.  Do not include the supporting reasons in the introduction.  Instead, incorporate a figure of speech, an issue question, and/or a related story.  It should be a compelling introduction much like what you would use for a power point presentation; something to grab your audiences’ attention.  Make sure you write your overall main point/thesis statement in the introductory paragraph.  The title of your essay should be centered, all caps, 14 font, bold, and just a topic, not a complete sentence.  Do not put a heading for the introduction.  The introduction should be a minimum of 4 sentences.
Body
The body of the essay is where you will write your supporting reasons, evidence, and examples to strengthen your views of your main point.  Along with reasons and evidence you will also provide headings and transitions.
Headings and Transitions

To start the body of the essay, write a short topic heading, 12-point font, bold, and you need to capitalize the first letter of all the words in the heading title. If you did not end the above paragraph with a transition sentence then write a transition word or phrase to start this paragraph.  See handout: Transitions.  The body of the essay should include 2 textual citations; each citation should come from a different source.
Supporting Reasons

Provide three reasons to support your main point.  Write your supporting reason in the first sentence of each section.  Make the reasons clear, direct, and concise.  The words in the heading that you chose should be included in the supporting reason.  See CAM sections 3.1-3.3 for further clarification of supporting reasons.

Evidence
Add examples and evidence to reinforce your supporting reason.  For further clarification of evidence, and to get ideas of types of evidence that you can add to support your reasons see CAM sections 3.4.  When you are ready to write about another supporting reason, either write a transition sentence at the end of that paragraph, or write a transition word or phrase at the beginning of the next paragraph.

Textual Citations

Somewhere in the body of your essay, you must include two quotes with two textual citations.  Please go to 

http://www.lib.umb.edu/databases  and search for Business Premiers to find two articles supporting your business belief; then find two quotes that you like and add those quotes to your essay.  
Review the CM Student Handbook to review the rules of citation and plagiarism.  Anyone caught plagiarizing on any written assignments in this class will receive a zero for the assignment and the act of plagiarism will be documented on your academic record.  

When you add a quote, follow the CM Writing Style Instructions for proper citation style and punctuation.  See Textual Citations: www.management.umb.edu/undergrad/undergrad_writing.php
Your Words Vs. Another Person’s Words
Your essay should be comprised of 85% or more of your writing/words and only15% of someone else’s words.  The total of the two quotes must be six lines or less.  
End and begin each paragraph with your own words and in the positive.

Summary
When you are finished with the body of your essay present a summary to conclude and strengthen your overall main point.  Do not repeat the supporting reasons in the summary.  Instead, recapitulate the quote, figure of speech, issue question, or related story that you mentioned in your introduction.  In addition, include future implications of your main point.
Reference Page

Add a reference page.  Follow the exact instructions in the CM writing resources section, which is under the title of “student resources.”  See sample references and online references information from this website address:  www.management.umb.edu/undergrad/undergrad_writing.php
Revision

I will turn back your essay for you to fix, which means you have paid attention to the details of this instruction sheet.  
Formatting

Special formatting instructions for this essay only (not for all essays).

· Font: Times New Roman

· Font size: 12 point

· Double-space the entire paper

· Add an extra space between paragraphs  

· Save this essay as a Word document and on a “thumb drive.”
· Check for spelling and grammar. 
· Staple your essay
Essay Example

The following is an abbreviated sample of a persuasive argument.

LIBERAL ARTS DEGREE

Maybe you have either recently graduated from high school or you are returning after years of being away from school.  Either way, you could be struggling to find the right course of action.  Your time and money are of a big concern to you and you want an education that will help you advance personally and professionally.   If this is the case, you should choose a Liberal Arts degree. 

Fundamental Skills

First, the skills taught in liberal arts courses are fundamental skills necessary for all jobs.  These courses will advance your ability to read, write, and think critically.  Likewise, these courses will give you the necessary interpersonal and communication skills needed in today’s workplace.  

Changing Occupations

Besides acquiring necessary fundamentals, if you want to change occupations later in life it’s good to have a liberal arts background.  According to Beth Smith, a career counselor and author of “What Really Happens in Life,” she claims that: “People cannot depend on being satisfied with the first job that they get” (Smith, 2005: 120). Moreover, if you switch to a new field your ability to read, write, think, and communicate at a higher level will make any transference of information easier.

Well-educated

Regardless of whether you change your occupation or not, to do well in a career you need to be well educated.  Well-educated means you have acquired the knowledge, facts, theories, and advanced thinking styles taught in liberal arts courses.  Michael Patton, a well-known philosopher of this century, concurs that to think at higher levels and have your arguments accepted at higher levels, you need an abundance of knowledge in diverse areas such as those offered in liberal arts programs.  References to history, literature, philosophy, sociology, and psychology are common occurrences in all jobs.  Much of today’s problem-solving and decision-making processes depend on the background knowledge from these liberal arts course.  Not knowing this information hinders your ability to stay up with other more successful people.

Summary

In conclusion, it seems apparent that students should choose a Liberal Arts background.  If they want to specialize later they can, but it’s the background knowledge in liberal arts that will help them succeed at any endeavor they choose. 
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The Use of Headings and Transitions

As you can see, utilizing headings in your essay will make it easier for the reader to grasp what you are saying.  More importantly, headings will make it easier for you to organize your writing and to stay on track with supporting your main point.  For more clarification of the main point, reasons, evidence, headings, and topics, refer to sections 3.1-3.4.

